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JUVENILE WELFARE BOARD OF PINELLAS COUNTY
Board Workshop – December 9, 2004
MINUTES

Present:

Van Sayler, Chair; Cecilia Burke; Bob Dillinger; Dr. Clayton
Wilcox; James E. Mills, Executive Director; Terry Smiljanich,
Board Counsel; Amy Daly, Executive Assistant

Absent:

Joseph A. Smith, Vice Chair; John Milford, Secretary; Janet
Caramello; Bernie McCabe; Judge Irene Sullivan;
Commission Kenneth T. Welch

As a quorum of the Board was not present, a workshop was convened to
address those items on the agenda not requiring Board action. The action item
II. A. – Youth and Sexual Activity Campaign Recommendation will be placed on
the January 13, 2005 meeting agenda. Ms. Burke, Chair of the Youth and
Sexual Activity Technical Advisory Committee, announced that the committee
meeting scheduled to follow the Board meeting would be postponed until January
as well.
BOARD DISCUSSION
Kinship Care

As a follow-up to the Board’s approval of a New and
Expanded plan for fiscal year 2004-05, which included
issuance of a RFP for kinship care services, staff sought
direction from the Board before issuing the RFP in January.
The JWB RFP team, Mike Stone, Dorthy Whitlock, Paul
Reed, Steven Barefield, Jerry Parker, Denise ReynoldsBryant and Cynthia Bell, provided a written overview of the
research of the issue, which included meetings with Judge
Sullivan, Mr. Dillinger and staff of organizations whose work
includes a focus on kinship care. Board/staff
questions/comment on the findings included: the number of
children in dependency situations who do not have legal
representation, what other groups are addressing kinship
care needs and whether a duplication of services exists, the
need to coordinate services through a case management
system of care that currently does not exist in Pinellas
County, the interest expressed by the USF Kinship Care
staff in assisting in the project, the need to monitor
administrative costs to assure the maximum amount of
funding be provided to services and the suggestion to
involve Neighborhood Family Centers in the provision of
services. Mr. Dillinger suggested contacting Stetson Law
School, who now has a curriculum surrounding juveniles
involved in the judicial system, as a resource. Jackie Griffin1

Doherty, Operation PAR, suggested including service
providers on the RFP team.
Safe Start Media
Campaign

David Voss and Joe Scholz of Voss and Associates, Inc., the
consultants engaged by Safe Start to create a public
information campaign, presented components of the
campaign, including a PowerPoint presentation and a video.
As well, a written overview was at Board members’ places.
Questions/comments from the Board included the other
types of collateral material available, involvement of the
Sheriff’s Department in the campaign and toward the
possibility of presenting the campaign materials to inmates in
the Pinellas County Jail and availability of wholesale ad rates
at Brighthouse. In response to Mr. Voss’ request to the
Board for contacts who may wish to underwrite the $100,000
necessary to sustain the campaign, the suggestion was
made for staff to create a list of the thirty top Pinellas County
corporations to circulate to the Board. From this list
individual Board members could then ascertain where
relationships may exist for solicitation for media campaign
support.

Community
Based Care

April Putzulu, Safe Children Coalition, provided an update on
Community Based Care, highlighting the number of foster
homes and the number being trained to be foster parents;
involvement of the stakeholders group, whose next meeting
is January 19; the focus of the Safe Children Coalition on
permanency and utilization management; and the caseload
level currently reduced to 33 with a goal toward 20 or less.
Ms. Putzulu also announced that an open house at their new
facility is scheduled for early January and the Safe Children
Coalition was working on creation of a segment on foster
and adoptive parents with Channel 10.
In response to Mr. Dillinger, Mr. Mills noted that $1,407,000
was owed for client services and another $45,000 to staff for
unpaid mileage. He indicated that through the involvement
of Rep. Waters, payment should be forthcoming; however,
as the funds were generated through a special appropriation,
a deadline of December 31 existed for payment. In
response to Mr. Sayler, Mr. Mills noted that the former
community based care agency, Family Continuity, had no
assets to address the monies owed. Mr. Dillinger suggested
the Board may wish to address the financial needs of those
agencies who could be crippled by non-payment and
requested staff provide a report at the January meeting on
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the amount of funding lost by JWB funded agencies as well
as the percentage of their overall budgets. Mr. Mills noted
information at Board member places on the allocation
amounts to community based care agencies throughout the
state, highlighting the Suncoast Region’s (Pinellas-Pasco)
allocation amount and a need to elicit support for equity with
new money to avoid a bloody reallocation battle. A map
listing the location of the lead agencies was also provided.
Prior to adjournment, Mr. Mills introduced new staff member in the Training
Department, Blake Williams.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Amy Daly, Acting Secretary
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